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The Community Investment Board firmly believes in our collective responsibility to
safeguard the environment for future generations, including the communities and
projects we support. We aim to inspire community groups and individuals to take
action to reduce their environmental footprint, aligning with our efforts.

We understand that many groups are volunteer-led, and time is precious. To assist
you in getting started on your journey towards environmental responsibility while
saving on energy costs and conserving resources, we've compiled some tips in
collaboration with the National Lottery Community Foundation:

1. Waste Reduction:
Increase recycling efforts to minimise waste sent to landfills
Strive to reduce waste generation and explore options for reusing, recycling, and
recovering waste

2. Energy Conservation:
Implement energy-saving measures within your organisation
Consider switching to a green energy supplier to reduce your carbon footprint

3. Sustainable Event Planning:
Factor environmental considerations into your event planning to conserve
resources, save time, and reduce costs

We acknowledge that one-size-fits-all solutions do not apply, and different groups
require varying levels of support. Here are some additional thoughts to consider:

4. Printing:
Commit to reducing the use of physical resources like paper and ink by minimising
printing
When printing is necessary, aim to use double-sided paper and rely on electronic
files whenever possible

5. Mileage:
Recognise that travel by car has environmental impacts due to carbon emissions
Encourage the use of public transportation, where available and promote car-
sharing when it is not

6. Video Conferencing:
Utilise video conferencing as a sustainable alternative when appropriate, reducing
the need for car travel to offices
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7. Carbon Offsetting:
Some organisations may have access to carbon offsetting options, allowing them
to offset carbon emissions resulting from travel or building operations voluntarily
This can involve activities such as tree planting and wildlife habitat creation in
other areas. While not a quick fix, it is a step toward reducing carbon emissions

When seeking funding from the Community Investment Board, we will assess
whether applicants have considered environmental factors as part of their proposals.
We always ensure that such considerations are practical and proportionate to the
activities' size and scope. When allocating funds, we also consider the environmental
impact and adhere to the abovementioned suggestions whenever feasible.

For further information, you may want to explore resources on creating your own
'Environmental and Sustainability Policy' here. This resource provides valuable tips for
developing environmentally friendly practices within your organisation.

Date agreed by the Board: January 2025
Review Date: January 2026

https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/Home/BlogDetail?Link=Charity_Environmental_Policy_Template

